FRATERNITE

Céad de réabhloidi a bhi san ochtu haois déag. D’¢éirigh gndthdhaoine
amach in aghaidh monarcai. Chaith na Meiricednaigh riail na Breataine ar
leataobh; chuir na Francaigh an Ri Louis agus Marie Antoinette chun bais;
agus i 1798 d’ éirgh na hEireannaigh amach chomh maith. Bhi beirt
Eireannach larnach sna himeachtai seo, Wolfe Tone agus Edmund Burke.
Labhair an bheirt fhear faoi bhraithreachas; ach, creidim féin, nach dtuigtear

an bheirt 1 gceart ag na glunta a thainig ina ndiadh.

Tosaim le Réabhloid na Fraince. Silim go ndéanaimid dearmad ar cé chomh
tabhachtach agus a bhi an 6céid sin. Scoilt sé tuairim pholaitiuil ar fud an
domhain. Dar le Wolfe Tone, “Ba i Réabhloid na Fraince teist ar chreidimh
pholaititil gach fir.” Bhi an chonspoid faoin réabhloid 1€irithe 1 nda leabhar
is mo diol ag an am. Sna Reflections on the Revolution in France, chain
Edmund Burke na réabhloidithe as an bhforéigin iomarcach; ach niorbh
thada gur chuir Tom Paine in a aghaidh ina leabhar, The Rights of Man.
Thacaigh Paine go laidir leis na réabhléidithe. Nuair a chonaic Burke
ainriail agus anro, chonaic Paine athorda radacach daonlathach na sochai.

Cén chrioch a bhi leis an gconspdid seo? D’admhaigh Wolfe Tone go



mb’fhéidir go raibh bua na hargodinte ag Burke 1 Sasana, ach go raibh “cursai
an-difritil in Eirinn, néisitn a bhi faoi chois, faoi mhasla agus faoi

chreach”.! Bhi na hEireannaigh Aontaithe ar fad ag tact le Paine.

Mar sin, cérbh ¢ Theobald Wolfe Tone? Rugadh Tone 1 1763 do theaghlach
medanaicmeach. Fuair sé a chuid oideachais i gColaiste na Triondide agus
chailigh sé¢ mar abhcéid. Ina chleachtadh ag an mbear, admhaionn Tone
nach ndearna sé “aon taispeantas iontach”> Ach d’aimsigh sé a “métier” i

saol na polaitiochta.

Ag an am sin, bhi na péindlithe né penal laws 1 bhfeidhm. Rinneadh
géarleanuint ar na Caitlicigh faoi na dlithe seo. Cuireadh srianta orthu
maoin a bheith acu; bhi siad eisithe 6 ghairmeacha airithe; doibh siud a
d'théadfadh, bhi orthu a gcuid leanai a chur thar lear chun oideachas a fhail;
ni raibh aon véta acu agus ni raibh siad in ann suiochdin a ghlacadh sa
pharlaimint. Bhi Tone thar a bheith cdinteach ar na dlithe seo. Bhi sé den
tuairim gurbh ionann sclabhaithe a bhi 1 dtri mhillian Caitliceach ag an am.

“This horrible system,” a scriobh s¢€, “pursued for above a century with

! Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone, William Theobald Wolfe Tone a chuir in eagar, vol 1, 1
43.

2 Ba é an fath nar éirigh leis go raibh aige “neither ... the means, nor the inclination, to
treat messieurs the attorneys, and to make them drink (a sacrifice of their respectability,
which even the most liberal minded of the profession are obliged to make...”). Ibid, p 29.
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unrelenting acrimony and perseverance, had wrought its full effect, and had,
in fact, reduced the great body of the Catholic peasantry of Ireland to a
situation, morally and physically speaking, below that of the beasts of the

field.”

In éineacht le daoine eile, ar n6s Thomas Russell agus James Napper Tandy,
bhunaigh Tone Cumann na nEireannach Aontaithe i 1791. Dhitltaigh na
hEireannaigh Aontaithe do pholaitiocht sheicteach agus chreid siad go raibh
leas coiteann polaitiochta ag Caitlicigh, ag Protastunaigh agus ag
Easaontoiri. Ina phaimfléad, “An Argument on behalf of the Catholics of
Ireland” (foilsithe 1 1791) scriobh Tone: “My argument is simply this: That
Ireland as deriving her government from another country, requires a strength
in the people which may enable them, if necessary, to counteract the
influence of that Government, should it ever be, as it indisputably has been,
exerted to thwart her prosperity: that this strength may be most
constitutionally acquired, and safely and peaceably exerted, through the

medium of a parliamentary reform: and, finally, that no reform is honorable,

3 Ibid, pp 45-46.



practicable, efficacious, or just, which does not include, as a fundamental

principle, the extension of elective franchise to the Roman Catholics ...”*

Bhi Tone i gconai lan-chinnte faoi dhé rud: i dtosach baire, gurbh i an
ceangal le Sasana a bhi mar bhuncuis na bhfadhbanna in Eirinn agus, sa dara
hait, gur theastaigh aontas an phobail uile, beag beann ar chreideamh
reiligitinach, le gur féidir neamhspledchas a bhaint amach. Ach thainig
athru ar a thuairimi ar bhealach amhdin: thart ar 1795, d’aistrigh s¢ 6n
bpolaitiocht bhunreachttil go dti an pholaitiocht réabhldideach. Sa bhliain
1796, thainig sé go Paras mar ionadai na nEireannach Aontaithe, ag lorg
tacaiochta 6n Eolaire Francach n6 an Directory (mar a tugadh ar rialtas na

Poblachta ag an am sin) d'¢iri amach in Eirinn.

A fhad is a bhi sé 1 bParas, choinnigh Tone dialann. Té sé€ suimiuil, lan le
trachtaireacht ar an saol 1 bParas, turais chuig an amharclann ina measc.
Uaireanta, afach, is cosuil go raibh Tone sach dubhach, ag pointe amhain
deireann sé: ““I lead the life of a dog here in Paris, where | am as much
alone as in the deserts of Arabia.” Ag amannta eile, bhi an saol nios

suimitla. Insionn sé mar shampla gur bhuail sé le Tom Paine:

4 Ibid, p 348.



“I have been lately introduced to the famous Thomas Paine, and like him
very well. He is vain beyond all belief, but he has reason to be vain, and for
my part I forgive him. He has done wonders for the cause of liberty, both in
America and Europe, and I believe him to be conscientiously an honest man.
He converses extremely well; and I find him wittier in discourse than in his

writings, where his humor is clumsy enough.”

Luann dialann Tone go nduirt sé le Paine go raibh aithne aige ar Edmund
Burke. (Cuimhnigh gur chdin Paine ina leabhar The Rights of Man leabhar
Tone: “I mentioned to him [Paine] that I had known Burke in England and
spoke of the shattered state of his mind, in consequence of the death of his
only son Richard. Paine immediately said that it was the Rights of Man
which had broke[n] his heart, and that the death of his son gave him
occasion to develop the chagrin which had preyed upon him ever since the

appearance of that work. I am sure the Rights of Man have tormented Burke



exceedingly, but I have seen myself the workings of a father's grief on his

spirit, and I could not be deceived. Paine has no children!””

In iontrail dialainne don 23 Tuil 1796, thug Tone cuntas ar agallamh leis an
nGinearal Hoche, an Francach a bheadh i gceannas ar an turas cabhlaigh a
chuaigh faoi uisce taobh amuigh 6 Bha Bheanntrai nios déanai sa bhliain
chéanna. D’thiafraigh Hoche de Tone cad a bhi s¢ ag suil a tharlodh
d’uaisleacht na hEireann, agus d’fhreagair Tone gur cheap sé go ndéanfai
slad orthu, mar gheall ar “the just indignation of the people, whom they have
so long and so cruelly oppressed, adding that it was what I sincerely
deprecated, but what I feared was too likely to happen”. Duirt Tone go raibh
dearcadh daonnachtuil ag Hoche, agus duirt sé freisin: “I hope I am humane
myself, and trust we shall be able to prevent unnecessary bloodshed in

Ireland, which I shall, and most sincerely, exert my best endeavours to do.”

Tar éis teip ar thuras 1796, bhi Tone pairteach sa dara turas Francach i 1798.
An uair seo, ghabh na Briotanaigh €, cuireadh faoi thriail armchuirte €.

Shocraigh cairde Tone 1arratas habeas corpus thar a cheann, Wolfe Tone’s

5 Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone, William Theobald Wolfe Tone a chuir in eagar, vol 2, 11
347-348.
8 Ibid, 11 161-167.



Case (1798) 27 St Tr 614; ach sula bhféadfai ¢ a scaoileadh, chuir Tone

lamh 1na bhas féin.

T4 Tone ar dhuine de na daoine is tarraingti i stair pholaititil na hEireann, a
thacaigh go hiomlén le prionsabal an braithreachais mar gheall gur éalaigh
s¢ “aontas croiil idir mhuintir na hEireann ar fad”. Cé go bhfuil sé fior go
raibh sé larnach in €iri amach armtha a eagru, ba cheart ¢ seo a mheas 1
gcomhthéacs ré réabhloideach. Is Iéir go raibh grain ag Tone ar aon chineal

seicteachais agus gur chuir sé 1 gcoinne foréigean gan chuis.

Ma taimid neamhchinnte faoi Tone, feictear dom go ndéanaimid neamhaird
ar Burke. Silim go ndéanaimid neamhaird air mar féachann go leor daoine
ar an eite dheis air mar “athair an choimeddachais”. Mura dtuigtear Tone 1
gceart, is iobartach iomrall ceartais ¢ Burke. Ni raibh s¢ ina choimeadach;

agus caithfidh mé admhail gur maith liom é&.

Bhi Burke nios sine n Tone 6s rud é gur rugadh i 1729 i mBaile Atha Cliath
¢. Protastiinach a athair agus Caitliceach 6 Chorcaigh a mhéathair. (Is cosuil
go bhfuil conspdid ag baint le go leor gnéithe da shaol; deir daoine airithe

gur rugadh i 1730 1 gCorcaigh €.) Chaith Burke cuid mhor da oige le gaolta a



mhathar, a chothaigh tuiscint agus comhbha do chas na nEireannach

Caitliceach, a bhi faoi chois ag an am mar gheall ar na péindlithe.

Tar éis sli bheatha shuntasach a bheith aige 1 gColaiste na Trionoide, inar
bhunaigh sé club diospdireachta ara dtugtar the “Hist” sa 14 atd inniu ann,
d’imigh sé go Londain chun tas a chur le staidéar dli sa Middle Temple; ach
nior chailigh sé riamh. Ina ionad sin, scriobh s¢ aoir pholaititiill agus leabhar
ar aeistéitic. Ghlac sé pairt i gciorcal Samuel Johnson ina raibh daoine
cailitila mar Joshua Reynolds, David Garrick agus Eireannach eile, Oliver

Goldsmith, 1 lathair.

Thosaigh saol polaititiil Burke nuair a d’fthostaigh William Gerard Hamilton,
a bhi ina Phriomh-Runai ar Eirinn 6 1761 go 1764, é mar a rinai
priobhdideach. An bhliain dar gcionn rinneadh ranai de do cheannaire na
Whigs, an Marquess of Rockingham, agus go gairid ina dhiaidh sin toghadh
¢ chun suiochan i bparlaimint 1 Westminster, ait ar fhan sé ar feadh 30 bliain.

Ar feadh a ghairm bheatha, bhi r6]l mér le ra ag Burke i saol polaititil na tire



agus ba mhinic a ghlac sé seasaimh neamhchoitianta mhalartacha ar

cheisteanna an lae.’

Chomh maith leis an daonnachta ata le feiceail ina bhrén faoi chaillitint a
mhic, ta go leor cuiseanna ann le meas a bheith againn ar Burke. Ar an
gcéad dul sios, is maith liom a umhlaiocht. I saol an lae inniu buailimid go
roémhinic le ceannairi a mhaionn “is mise an t-aon duine ata in ann ¢ a
shocra”. Ni bheadh aon am ag Burke don chineal seo brodulacht. Creidim
go raibh dearcadh Burke bunaithe ar a oilitint mar dhliodoir. Ni réitionn
dliodoiri cdsanna de novo. I gconai, lorgaionn siad réamhshampla n6 fasach.
Mhinigh Burke cén fath go bhfuil sé seo amhlaidh: “We are afraid to put
men to live and trade each on his own private stock of reason; because we
suspect that the stock in each man is small, and that the individuals would do
better to avail themselves of the general bank and capital of nations and of
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ages.”® Tagann an tuiscint, de réir Burke, le himeacht ama agus le

rannphdirtiocht 6 dhaoine difritla. “I have known, and, according to my

7 Os rud é gur i Sasana a chaith sé an chuid ba mhé da ghairm bheatha, an féidir linn
breathnu ar Burke mar “Eireannach”? Glacaim leis an tuairim a léirigh an starai, Michael
Brown: “In Burke’s case there was clearly a layering of identities onto each other.
Burke’s Irish birth and education placed him within that nation .... However, his career
also supplied him with an English and a British political identity, which both complicated
and problematized his Irishness.” Michael Brown, “The National Identity of Edmund
Burke” 1 Edmund Burke’s Irish Identities, Sean Patrick Donlan, a chuir in eagar (BAC,
2006) 1201 ag1220.

8 Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790).



measure, have co-operated with great men, and I have never yet seen any
plan which has not been mended by the observations of those who were
much inferior in understanding to the person who took the lead in the

business.”

Ar an dara dul sios, is maith liom an bhéim a chuireann Burke ar an bhfiric
go bhfuil &r n-am ar an domhan seo neamhbhuan agus, mar sin, gur g& go
nascann na glinta lena chéile trid an stair agus trinar ndualgais don saol ata
le teacht. Is “sealbhdiri sealadacha agus ciosoiri saoil” (“temporary
possessors and life renters”) sinne atd beo inniu — agus ni “maistri” — ar an
bpobal polaititil. I sliocht sna Reflections, a eascraionn go soiléir 6na
oideachas dlithiuil, thug Burke rabhadh do6ibh siid who “think it amongst
their rights to cut off the entail or commit waste on the inheritance, by
destroying at their pleasure the whole original fabric of their society:
hazarding to leave to those who come after them a ruin instead of an
habitation”. Sa sliocht céanna, cdineann Burke any “facility of changing the
state as often and as much and in as many ways as there are floating fancies
or fashions”. Is ¢ toradh ghniomh den tsort sin na, mar a deireann Burke

“the whole chain and continuity of the commonwealth would be broken; no

? Ibid.
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one generation could link with the other; men would become little better

than the flies of a summer.”'°

Is mar gheall ar sleachta mar seo go ndeirter gur frithghniomhai
(reactionary) a bhi 1 Burke. Ach is déigh liom go ndéanann sé seo éagoir air.
Is iomai cés nach raibh tuairimi Burke ag teacht le dearcadh tipicitil an
ochtt haois déag; agus aon ait nach raibh siad ag teacht le chéile,
d’fheadaimis a ra gur tuairimi “forasacha” (progressive) a bhi ag Burke.
Chéin Burke na péindlithe. Chuir sé sios orthu mar: “a machine of wise and
elaborate contrivance, and as well fitted for the oppression, impoverishment,
and degradation of a people, and the debasement, in them, of human nature
itself, as ever proceeded from the perverted ingenuity of man”.!! Seachas na
péindlithe a chaineadh, thacaigh Burke le pholasaithe a chuirfeadh ar
chumas na hEireann a tionscal agus a trachtail féin a fhorbairt. Thacaigh sé
freisin leis na Meiricedaigh agus iad i gcoinne moltai an rialtais cdin a
ghearradh orthu cé nach raibh aon ionadaiocht acu i dteach na parlaiminte 1
Westminster. Labhair Burke go laidir in aghaidh tradail na scldbhaithe agus

ag deireadh a ghairme, bhi sé 1 gceannas ar an gcomhrac chun cuis a chur 1

1 Ibid.

Y4 Letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe, Bart, MP on the Subject of the Roman Catholics of
Ireland (1792) from The Best of Burke: Selected Writings and Speeches of Edmund
Burke, Peter J Stanlis a chuir in eagar (Washington DC, 1963) 1 319.
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leith Warren Hastings, an tArd-Ghobharnéir ar Bengal san India, mar gheall

ar mi-usaidi a raibh sé€ agus an East India Company freagrach astu.

Bhi Burke glan in aghaidh rialtas a bhi bunaithe ar theoiric. Sna Reflections,
1éirigh sé a thuairim gur gno an-phraiticitil i gniomhaiocht an rialtais. Ni
thagann tuiscint cheart 6 smaointe teoiricitla faoi “chearta an duine”; a
mhalairt ar fad, tagann tuiscint 6 thaithi nach féidir a fhail ach le himeacht
aimsire. Inniu, thabharfaimis pragmatach (pragmatist) ar Burke. “It seems
to me,” a duirt sé, “a preposterous way of reasoning, and a perfect confusion
of ideas, to take the theories which learned and speculative men have made
from [the practice of] government, and then, supposing it made on those
theories which were made from it, to accuse the government as not
corresponding with them.”!? Is rud praiticiuil ¢ an rialtas “made for the
happiness of mankind, and not ... to gratify the schemes of visionary
politicians”.!* Ni raibh aon am ag Burke doibh siad who

“split and atomize[...] the doctrine of free government, as if it were an

abstract question concerning metaphysical liberty and necessity, and not a

12 Speech on the Representation of the Commons (1782) from The Best of Burke:
Selected Writings and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Peter J Stanlis ed (Washington DC,
1963) 1 399.

13 A Letter to Sheriffs of the City of Bristol (1777) from The Best of Burke: Selected
Writings and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Peter J Stanlis ed (Washington DC, 1963) 1
241.
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matter of moral prudence and natural feeling”.'* 1 bhfocail eile, bhi Burke i
bhfabhar torthai praiticitila seachas teoiriciocht theibi. Mar a scriobh sé sna
Reflections: “What is the use of discussing a man's abstract right to food or
medicine? The question is upon the method of procuring and administering
them. In that deliberation I shall always advise to call in the aid of the

farmer and the physician, rather than the professor of metaphysics.”

D’théadfadh frithghniomhai né coimeadach cur i gcoinne athrt polaititil
toisc nach féidir leis nd 1¢é1 glacadh le hathra. Is cinnte nach raibh sé seo
amhlaidh 1 gcas Burke, a d’admhaigh go soiléir go raibh ga le hathchoirit.
“A state without the means of some change,” a scriobh sé sna Reflections,
“is without the means of its conservation”. Ba ¢ an nualaiocht an rud a
dhitltaigh Burke ina dtarlaionn sé¢ go “[a]l the decent drapery of life is to be
rudely torn off”.!> Costil le gach pragmatach, ni raibh Burke ag suil go n-
eascrodh athra polaitiuil as teoiriciocht fhealsinach. A mhalairt ar fad,

tagann an t-athr(1 chun cinn 6n “cut and thrust” i bpolaitiocht laethuil.

Cad a duirt Burke faoin mbraithreachas? I gcas Burke, is freagracht

mhordlta ¢ an braithreachas. Cruthaionn ar mbreith ag am agus in it ar leith

4 Ibid. 1242.
15 Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790).
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freagracht doibh siad ata inar dtimpeall. Ni roghnaimid an threagracht sin,
b'fhéidir nach n-aontaimid 1é1, ach ta si ann mar sin féin. “[O]ut of physical
causes, unknown to us, perhaps unknowable, arise moral duties, which, as
we are able perfectly to comprehend, we are bound indispensably to
perform.”'® Sineann 4r ndualgas moralta amach, ar shli gur féidir cur sios
air mar rud brathartha. Mar is gnach, cuireann Burke an smaoineamh in il
go galanta: “To be attached to the subdivision, to love the little platoon we
belong to in society, is the first principle (the germ, as it were) of public
affections. It is the first link in the series by which we proceed towards a

love of our country and to mankind.”!’

Mhunlaigh Réabhléid na Fraince polaitiocht Wolfe Tone agus Edmund
Burke araon. Cheadaigh Tone prionsabail na réabhloide agus rinne sé
iarracht iad a thabhairt go hEirinn; chain Burke an foréigin iomarcach. Ni
haon ionadh go raibh tuairimi éagstla acu faoi phrionsabail réabhloideacha
na saoirse agus an chomhionannais. Bhi Burke amhrasach faoi theoriciocht

ar abhr na saoirse; agus mar an gcéanna maidir le comhionannas. (“Believe

16 An appeal from the New Whigs to the Old from The Best of Burke: Selected Writings
and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Peter J Stanlis ed (Washington DC, 1963) pp 647-648.
17" Reflections on the Revolution in France.
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me, Sir, those who attempt to level never equalize.”'®) Agus bhi nios I
measa ag Wolfe Tone ar theoiriciocht nda mar a bhi ag Burke. I gcas Tone,
nior chiallaigh saoirse ach saoirse 0 riail na Breataine. Ach in ainneoin na
ndifriochtai a bhi eatarthu — difriochtai méra go minic — bhi an bheirt
Eireannach iontach seo ar aon intinn maidir le prionsabal an bhraithreachais.
Feictear dom go raibh an braithreachas larnach da smaointe polaititla agus

ni theicim aon difriocht phraiticiil ina dtuiscint faoi.

Mark de Blacam

18 Ibid.
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